
 

 

 

 

The Castrati, Then and Now 

The castrati singers 
were probably the most 
striking feature of Italian 
opera during the 
Baroque era, and to 
this day we still 
remember the names of 
singers like Farinelli or Senesino. The practice of mutilating boys for the sake 
of musical virtuosity, however, quickly disappeared with the end of the Ancien 
Régime. With the revival of Early Music in the middle of the 20th century, many 
attempts have been made to reinvent the angel voice of the castrati. This 
lecture will first evoke the extraordinary world of the castrati and then examine 
how their voice has been recreated for the opera stage of today. 

 

Spend Thursday in the Mediterranean with CIMS! 

 

Date: Thursday, January 16, 2020  Time: 7:15 - 8:15 p.m. 

LOCATION: University of Toronto, Carr Hall, Room 404, located at 100 St. Joseph Street, St. Michael’s 

College at the University of Toronto. (First street north of Wellesley; parking lot is opposite Carr Hall). 

All lectures are open to the public and free of charge. sites.utoronto.ca/cims 
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